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administers the medicine of instruction coated with sweet and
beautiful persuasion so that the bitterness of the medicine (i.e.)
the didactic quality is not felt by the readers.

But, as stated earlier, whatever may be the primary sentiment
of a Kavya, there is always a principal action, and whosoever is the
focal point of such an action, he is the person who reaps the final
harvest. The resultant benefit of such activity is called the fruit
(TO) and the enjoyer of it is virtually the principal character in that
Kdvya. He is called the Nayaka or the Hero, because the entire
activity culminates in his benefit. He is the basic or the sustaining
factor (^H^df^TO) of the principal sentiment (^f^K^:) in that
particular Kavya.

Such a hero may be of different types-nay-of as many types
as there are human beings with all shades of differences in their
natural disposition and modes of performance. So complex is
human nature with its numerous dispositions and tendencies that
it defies classification. Still Indian literary critics divide such Heroes
and Heroines into certain classes. And the Hero is classified into
four broad types, namely Dhirodatta, Dhiralalita, Dh&rdddhataand
Dh?rapra5'anta. Though the innate tendencies of each of these types
depend mainly upon heredity, social environment and professional
career, but still, for purposes of poetic delineation, it is their mode
of acquittal of duty, their actual frame of mind, their thought and
actions, that determine their type. But by all means it becomes
an essential qualification of a Hero that he should, at all events
be a Dhz'ra (i.e.) a man full of fortitude and courage, and should
be possessed of the nerve to bear the brunt and withstand all the
buffets of billows that toss him up and down in the tidal waters of
human life.

The main action in the great epic MAHABHARATA is the
devastating war fought for the uplift of Dharma and the hero, king
Yudhispra, the incarnation of Dharma who lived a full purposeful,
responsible life, fought the royal battle for Dharma alone, won it
and enjoyed both Artha and Kama tempered with Dharma and